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The New Electronic Gardeners Voice 
Article submissions & advertising requests to :     
Editor:      Pam Newcomb, 17 High Street, Newport, ME  04953   
    newsletter@mainegardenclubs.org, 207-368-2560 
    Editor reserves the right to cut or change for brevity or clarity.   
    Articles and photos should be emailed. 
 

 
Newsletter Deadlines :  November 15th for January issue, March 1st for April issue, 
 June 1st for July issue, September 1st for October issue. 
 

Newsletter Electronic :  to receive sign up on our website 
 
 

Advertising Rates:    Prepaid ad rates for one issue (in inches), all full color: 
    4.5 x 7.5 (new  back cover size) $200.00 
    4 x 4 (cover only)          $135.00 
      4.5 x 7.5                     $ 90.00 
    4.5 x 3.4      $ 75.00 
     3 x 4       $ 50.00 
    2.25 x 3.25      $ 35.00 
    2.25 x 2.25      $ 25.00 
 

   10% discount for a prepaid, 4 issue (1 yr) ad  Payment due at time of order 
 

Current Circulation:  3000 

 

Cover Photo:  July Blooms  

Photo by:   P A W Newcomb ~ Newport, Maine 

Garden Club Federation of Maine ~ January 2011 ~ Gardeners Voice Page 51 

 

�����+����,��
������-�����������+����,��
������-�����������+����,��
������-�����������+����,��
������-������� ���

Historical Society, Pettengill Farm, a 19th century saltwater farm where visitors find 
exhibits of 19th century coastal farm life, the Gore House, which houses the only 
McDonalds Restaurant in the country in an historic home, and the Harraseeket Inn 
with its lovely gardens on display to the public.  

In May, the Freeport Historical Society introduced its new Heritage Trail, a 17-sign, 
self-guided tour that directs visitors to significant spots in Freeport’s history.  The 
Historical Society has also created a podcast narrated by local citizens that helps 
bring a personal touch to learning the history of the town. 

Other points of interest include a magnificent oceanside hike if you choose to explore 
Wolfe’s Neck Woods State Park or take a nature walk through Mast Landing 
Sanctuary.  South Freeport village offers a panoramic view of a working harbor on 
the Harraseeket River, opening onto Casco Bay.  Boat tours are available from the 
harbor to explore the summer home of the late Admiral Robert Peary (a Bowdoin 
College graduate and North Pole explorer) on Eagle Island, now a Maine State 
Historic Site. 

A trip to Freeport wouldn’t be 
complete without making time to 
explore the many outlets and 
shops just up the street from the 
Hilton Garden Inn.  L.L. Bean 
offers what they call “walk on 
adventures” through their Outdoor 
Discovery School.  You can walk 
into the store and sign up the 
same day to learn how to kayak, 
fly fish, shoot sporting clays or 
bone up on your archery skills.  As 
you can see, there’s something for 
everyone in the family!  Whether 
it’s history, shopping, touring or 
exploring the numerous sights in 
and around the mid-Coast, we 
hope you’ll consider making a visit 
to Freeport next June more than 
just a convention stop!  We 
encourage you to bring your 
family and make it a mini vacation!  
More information on all of the 
above can be found at 
www.freeportusa.com.  

81ST ANNUAL  CONVENTION CONTINUED 
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As we close the book on a 
very successful 2011 GCFM 
convention in Castine, we also 
begin a new chapter as we 
look ahead to the 2012 
convention, the first one under 
the new leadership of GCFM 
President Kathleen Marty. 

A theme has already been 
chosen – A Passion For 
Flowers – and the venue has 
been secured, the Hilton 
Garden Inn located in 
Freeport.  The clubs of the Stroudwater District will be your hosts and are gearing up 
for an exciting event.  In an effort to generate advance interest, a series of articles 
will be printed in THE GARDENERS VOICE giving you a peek at the preparations for 
the 2012 convention.     

 While most people think of the iconic L.L. Bean when Freeport is mentioned, the 
town is actually a place rich with history, much of it preserved for visitors to enjoy.  

The town was 
founded in 1789 and 
many say it was 
also the “birthplace 
of Maine”.   Sitting 
across the street 
from Bean’s flagship 
store is the historic 
Jameson Tavern 
where colonists 
d e b a t e d  t h e 
s e p a r a t i o n 
movement from 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .   
Historic buildings 
abound in Freeport 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Harrington House 
(1830) now home to 
t h e  F r e e p o r t 

LOOKING AHEAD TO FREEPORT 2012 GCFM CONVENTION 
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 GCFM PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Summer Issue 2011 

“Digging For Opportunities to 
Promote and Preserve” 

What a wonderful time we have 
had at the Annual Convention at 
Maine Maritime Academy in 
Castine. We were privileged to 
have the new NGC President 
Shirley Nicolai join us.  Many 
thanks to Alvion and Cindi Kimball 
and the entire St. Croix District for 
creating such a memorable 
convention which “Honored our 
past while Sustaining our future”.  
We shared memories with Becky 
Linney and thanked her for her 
dedicated leadership of GCFM.  
We wish Becky the very best and 
hope that she will now have some 
time to rest, relax and reflect.  
Congratulations, Becky on your 
successes as President of GCFM 
2009 - 2011.  

It is both an honor and a privilege to have been elected President of GCFM for 2011-
2013.  I hope that you are as excited as I am about all the wonderful possibilities we 
have ahead.  The theme for the next two years will offer up a host of opportunities for 
each of us and our clubs as well as combining with the NER and NGC projects.    

According to Webster’s Dictionary, “Promote” is to “further the progress of, to 
advance, to encourage the acceptance of”.  “Preserve” is to “keep alive or safe”.  

For the next two years I would very much like to work with you to:   

· Promote: garden club membership, visibility of garden clubs, greener 
gardening, community gardens  

· Preserve: natural habitats, historical gardens, Maine’s natural resources  

As we begin the next two years my goal is that, as a team, we will work together 
“Digging for Opportunities” to Promote and Preserve all that is not only the Garden 
Club Federation of Maine but also all that makes the state of Maine so very special.   

Kathleen Marty ~ GCFM President    
2011-2013 
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I look forward to hearing from all the clubs about projects planned for the upcoming 
year. 

There is an old saying “my door is always open”.  In this case my e-mail is only a few 
clicks away and/or, if you prefer to phone me, I have both an answering machine and 
voice mail.  PLEASE CONTACT ME!  I’m looking for and would very much like to 
have your support and enthusiasm and your ideas.  

It was a pleasure to have attended your District Meetings in April and May and hear 
of all the marvelous projects and programs accomplished by you the members. Each 
of you is making such wonderful contributions to your communities. I hope that club 
presidents will invite me to your meetings and major events.  It will be a pleasure to 
meet with you and see first-hand your club’s activities.  

Over the Memorial Day week-end I was able to attend the National Garden Club 
Convention in Washington, D.C.  What an absolutely amazing four days filled with 
meeting new State Presidents, club members from the East to the West coast, 
Hawaii and Alaska, and soaking up all the ideas, projects, accomplishments, and 
goals that each garden club has to offer.  The National Garden Club is a phenomenal 
organization but it would not be possible without all the individual clubs and members 
like you.  Please realize that without your individual efforts and your club’s efforts 
there would be no National Garden Club, Inc.  We may work in our own communities 
but it is those efforts that result in National contributions and achievements that make 
all communities into one big Gardening Success.           

Preparation is underway for the 80th GCFM Fall Conference to be held on 
Wednesday, October 26th at the Ramada Inn, Lewiston.  Jill Hodsdon, Fall 
Conference Chair, and members of the Kennebec District are planning a wonderful 
day of programs under the Theme of “Gardening with a Purpose”.  It will be a day to 
renew friendships with our fellow gardeners along with opportunities to learn and 
expand our horizons.  Please save the date.   

I look forward to hearing from each of you, visiting your club meetings and of 
“DIGGING FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE”   

Have a great summer gardening. 

 

 

Kathleen Marty, GCFM President 2011-2013 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED  
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NER AWARDS 

GCFM President, Rebecca Linney accepting the NER awards from Kathy Thomas, NER Direc-
tor.  We handed these awards out during the 2010 GCFM Fall Conference in Lewiston. 
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These are the photographs that just arrived from Cheryl Collins, the 
photographer that attended the NER Fall Meeting last year in VT.   There was an 
NGC, New England Standard Flower Show titled "RECYCLE"  held at the 76th 
Annual Meeting of the New England Region of Nation Garden Clubs, Inc., 
Stratton Mountain Club at Stratton Resort, Stratton Mountain, VT.  October 18-
19, 2010.  

Becky entered Design Division II "Recycle" Class 1 "Beautiful Fol iage, 
A Natural Resource"  A Design of Traditional or Creative style staged on a 
pedestal.  She received First  (blue ribbon), the Award of Design Excellence  
(rosette of gold ribbons) and the Designer's Choice  Award  (rosette of purple 
ribbons).   Becky wove the mat that sits on top of the pedestal, under the design, 
out of cattail foliage. The plant materials used were collected from her landscape 
of assorted hosta, yucca, and evergreens...all assembled in layers upon layers --
- fun to work with --- pure color, forms and textures.  As this was October, she 
was 'recycling' the spirit of a growing season on its way out after a light frost!  

 

NER HOST NGC NEW EGLAND  STANDARD  FLOWER SHOW 

GCFM President, Rebecca Linney with her award winning 
design at NER 2010. 
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GCFM ~ NGC ~ NER THEMES 2011-2013 

Facebook is a social networking website — a gathering spot, 

to connect with your friends. Facebook allows you to make 

new connections with people who share a common interest, 

expanding your personal network. 

 

Join Garden Club Federation of Maine on our Facebook 

page and share your ideas, questions, interests, tips and 

friendship. 

Garden Club Federation of Maine 
President 
 Kathleen J. Marty                   
 33 Oak Hill Road,  
 Trevett,  Maine  04571 
 (207) 633-7439  or   
 president@mainegardenclubs.org  
 Theme:  “Digging Opportunities to 
 Promote and Preserve”  
 
National Garden Clubs Inc. President     
 Shirley S. Nicolai                  
 Theme:  “Proudly Serving Our  
 Members and Communities”  
 
New England Regional Director   
 Joyce A. Kimball  
 Theme:  “Observe, Conserve and  
 Preserve the Beauty All Around  
 You…”  
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Submitted By Carol J. Smith ~ GCFM Native Plant & Invasive Plant Chairman 
 

I held a breakfast focus group at the June Convention in Castine last month.  I was 
surprised by the number of eager members that attended at 7:30 a.m.  Many 
comments and questions ran around the table.  It was fun to talk with people that 
have the same thoughts and concerns that I do. 

I gave out several hand-outs.  UMCE Bulletin #2500, “Gardening to Conserve 
Maine’s Native Landscape” has a fabulous list of native plant recommendations 
which gives light and water recommendations, as well as the plant height and a 
comment on how it grows.  This bulletin also lists ten plants that we should avoid.  
Listed on the bulletin are 16 contributors to the publication, The Garden Club 
Federation of Maine being one.  The bulletin is available through your Cooperative 
Extension Office or the University of Maine or on their website at: 
www.umext.maine.edu/publications/homegarden.htm 

Another UMaine bulletin that was up-dated in 2008 is Bulletin #2502, “Native Plants:  
A Maine Source List”.  A lot of research went into this creation.  This bulletin lists 
Maine Nurseries and Garden Centers that offer native plants.  It shows wholesalers 

.	��������
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������	-�.	��������
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NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS  

Burning Bush (Euonymus alata) 
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Please Copy as Needed and Use One Form Per Person.    
(Also affix one of your return address label on thi s form for easy reading )   
 

Please Print 
Name ______________________________________________________________   
 
Garden Club _________________________   District ________________________ 
 
   8:30 a.m. Registration, coffee, exhibits 

 9:30 a.m.  Program:  Gardening to Save Space 
      Growing up with Vertical Gardening 
  Speaker:   Charles Hugo, Hugo Landscaping 
10:45 a.m. Program:  Gardening to Enhance Personal 

Health and Beauty 
   Growing & Using Botanicals 

Speaker:   Debra Soule, Avena Botanicals 
12:00 noon Buffet Luncheon 
12:45 p.m. GCFM Business Meeting 
2:00 p.m. Program:  Gardening to Repurpose Areas for  

Neighborhood Unity and Enjoyment 
Meg Muckenhoupt, Author 

 3:15 p.m. Report of 2011 Conference & Raffle Sales 
 3:30 p.m. Adjournment  
 

Registration: includes programs, exhibits and buffet lunch: $30.00   ________ 
Late registrations sent after October 10:   $45.00    ________  
Non-GCFM member fee:     $45.00   ________ 
FALL CONFERENCE TOTAL      $________  
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:    
REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIEVED BY  OCTOBER 10, 201 1 

NO REFUNDS.  NO PHONE RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED. 
 

All registrations will be done on an individual basis, so send in your form today! 
Make checks payable to GCFM Fall Conference .  Mail to: 

2011 GCFM Fall Conference, c/o Shelly Hanson,  
21 Norway Drive, Chelsea, ME  04330  

 
The Lewiston Ramada Inn does offer a special group rate, $80.00 for our members. 

Room reservations must be made directly with the Ra mada Inn at 207-784-2331  

2011 FALL  CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
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THE GARDEN CLUB  FEDERATION OF MAINE 
CALL  TO THE 80TH FALL  CONFERENCE  

“G ARDENING WITH A PURPOSE” 

Call to the 80th Fall Conference of the Garden Club  Federation of Maine, Inc . 
 Ramada Conference Center 

490 Pleasant Street, Lewiston, Maine (exit 80 off the Maine Turnpike) 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2011 
“GARDENING WITH A PURPOSE” 

 
The 2011 top gardening trend is “Gardening with a Purpose”.  The purpose may be 
to grow your own food, save water or space or create urban “green” sanctuaries.  
Whatever the purpose, by planting for a greener good, we can change 
neighborhoods and communities – one garden at a time.  We encourage you to 
attend Fall Conference and bring a friend(s) to learn the latest trends in Gardening 
with a Purpose so that we can all be more effective as earth’s caretakers.   
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as well as retailers throughout the State.  I’m sure there are others that will be 
willing to get native plants for you to purchase.  Just ask!  I also suggest that we all 
mention to our favorite nurseries that they not sell anything considered to be a 
problem plant.  Some nurseries still sell these problem plants:  Japanese Barberry 

NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS  

“Invasive” Oriental Bittersweet(Celastrus orbiculatus) 
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NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS  

(Berberis thunbergii DC) and Winged Euonymus, referred to as Burning Bush 
(Euonymus alata). 

Plants that you see growing in Maine that you should not transplant or share with 
your friends include, Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Oriental bittersweet 
(Celastrus articulates), Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), non-native 
honeysuckles (Lonicera spp.) Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora Thunb.) and common 
reed (Phragmites australis). 

One of the hand-outs I had is one that is no longer available.  It was published in 
color on recycled paper by the New England Region several years ago.  Much of 
the information listed can be found on three websites:  www.hort.uconn.edu/cipwg; 
http://invasives.eeb.uconn,edu/ipane/ and www.newfs.org 

For anyone interested in more information about invasive plants, these three 
websites are a wealth of information.  I am continuing as the GCFM Native Plant & 
Invasive Plant Chairman for these next two years and I am always happy to assist 
you with your questions.  maineplants@mainegardenclubs.org  

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 
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NGC & GCFM AWARDS 

Eliot Garden Club “Wave Old Glory at the William Fogg Library”        $930 
Ellsworth Garden Club “Food For Life & Learning”                              $914 
Harborside Garden Club “Shapleigh School Project”                           $ 75 
Southern Maine “Jeff Bull Planter”                                                        $ 75 
 
All funds were to be disbursed at the end of the GCFM 2009-2011 term. 
 
Maine Historical Society’s Longfellow Garden “The Children’s Gate Restoration”                        
$3,000 
 
 

 

 

 
 

GCFM President’s Appointment 

for 

National Garden Club Fall Board Meeting 2016 

To be held in Portland, Maine 

 

Chairman, Judith Tarbox 

Vice Chairman, Rebecca L. Linney 

 (GCFM Invitation accepted by NGC Jan. 2010) 

(GCFM Positions ratified by GCFM BOD 6-22-11) 

GCFM PRESIDENT’S APPOINTMENTS 
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NGC & GCFM AWARDS 

AWARDS 
National Garden Club  

& 
Garden Club Federation of Maine Civic Development 

 
NGC Awards, Washington DC, May 28, 2011 

 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. #23 Award Of Excellence For An Individual, 
Organization, Or Institute:  Patrick Chasse’ Landscape Architect, ASLA  
nominated by the Garden Club Federation of Maine, Inc. 

 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. President’s Project Golden Days , a Certificate of 
Commendation and Appreciation, New England Region, to the BATH GARDEN 
CLUB 
 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Certificate of Commendation, Publicity Press Book 
Award Medium Club Category, Second Place, GCFM KENNEBEC VALLEY 
GARDEN CLUB  
 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Certificate of Commendation #44 Publicity Press 
Book, New England Region, Large Club, BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN 
CLUB 
 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. presents this certificate in Appreciation of Award 
Participation to HARPSWELL GARDEN CLUB 
 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. to the ELLSWORTH GARDEN CLUB  #57-A for 
their Flower Show “Woodlawn in Bloom:  Tracing Our Roots Through Woodlawn” 
a Standard Flower show Staged in a Public Building 
 
GCFM Civic Development Projects  from “Golden Days”:  Grant Money , to be 
matched by club, for the Civic Development Projects that must influence a Child 
or  
Children in your Community, in some way:  
  
GCFM Annual Convention Banquet, Castine, ME   June 22, 2011 
Bar Harbor Garden Club “Acadia National Park Student Conservation 
Association” $250 
Bath Garden Club “Golden Days Project”           $200 
Buxport Garden Club “Turtle Nesting”                 $212 
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CUCUMBERS ~ WHO KNEW??  

Wow what a little gem the cucumber is 
1. Cucumbers contain most of the 

vitamins you need every day, just one 
cucumber contains Vitamin B1, Vitamin 
B2, Vitamin B3, Vitamin B5, Vitamin 
B6, Folic Acid, Vitamin C, Calcium, 
Iron, Magnesium, Phosphorus, 
Potassium and Zinc. 

2. Feeling tired in the afternoon, put down 
the caffeinated soda and pick up a cucumber. Cucumbers are a good source of 
B Vitamins and Carbohydrates that can provide that quick pick-me-up that can 
last for hours. 

3. Tired of your bathroom mirror fogging up after a shower? Try rubbing a 
cucumber slice along the mirror, it will eliminate the fog and provide a soothing, 
spa-like fragrance.  

4. Are grubs and slugs ruining your planting beds? Place a few slices in a small pie 
tin and your garden will be free of pests all season long. The chemicals in the 
cucumber react with the aluminum to give off a scent undetectable to humans 
but drive garden pests crazy and make them flee the area.  

5. Looking for a fast and easy way to remove cellulite before going out or to the 
pool? Try rubbing a slice or two of cucumbers along your problem area for a few 
minutes, the phytochemicals in the cucumber cause the collagen in your skin to 
tighten, firming up the outer layer and reducing the visibility of cellulite. Works 
great on wrinkles too!!!   

6. Want to avoid a hangover or terrible headache? Eat a few cucumber slices 
before going to bed and wake up refreshed and headache free. Cucumbers 
contain enough sugar, B vitamins and electrolytes to replenish essential 
nutrients the body lost, keeping everything in equilibrium, avoiding both a 
hangover and headache!!  

7. Looking to fight off that afternoon or evening snacking binge? Cucumbers have 
been used for centuries and often used by European trappers, traders and 
explores for quick meals to thwart off starvation.  

8. Have an important meeting or job interview and you realize that you don't have 
enough time to polish your shoes? Rub a freshly cut cucumber over the shoe, its 
chemicals will provide a quick and durable shine that not only looks great but 
also repels water.  

9. Out of WD 40 and need to fix a squeaky hinge? Take a cucumber slice and rub it 
along the problematic hinge, and voila, the squeak is gone!  
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CUCUMBERS ~ WHO KNEW??  CONTINUED 

10. Stressed out and don't have time for massage, facial or visit to the spa? Cut up 
an entire cucumber and place it in a boiling pot of water, the chemicals and 
nutrients from the cucumber with react with the boiling water and be released in 
the steam, creating a soothing, relaxing aroma that has been shown the reduce 
stress in new mothers and college students during final exams.  

11. Just finish a business lunch and realize you don't have gum or mints? Take a 
slice of cucumber and press it to the roof of your mouth with your tongue for 30 
seconds to eliminate bad breath, the phytochemcials will kill the bacteria in your 
mouth responsible for causing bad breath.  

12. Looking for a 'green' way to clean your faucets, sinks or stainless steel? Take a 
slice of cucumber and rub it on the surface you want to clean, not only will it 
remove years of tarnish and bring back the shine, but is won't leave streaks and 
won't harm you fingers or fingernails while you clean.  

13. Using a pen and made a mistake? Take the outside of the cucumber and slowly 
use it to erase the pen writing, also works great on crayons and markers that the 
k i d s  h a v e  u s e d  t o  d e c o r a t e  t h e  w a l l s ! ! 
 

Pass this along to everybody you know who is looking for better and safer ways 
to solve life's everyday problems  
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

“Gardens In Motion” in Lewiston. 
Dolores Ellis, GCFM Parliamentarian 

For watchful, thoughtful and encouraging expertise advocating proper 
procedures to better manage the affairs of GCFM proceedings.  

Awards of Merit:  
Marion Syverson, Finance Committee Chairman & Committee Members 

For precise management of GCFM affairs, and molding a financial foundation 
to sustain our future. 

Wendy Cote’, Civic Development Chairman 
For the outstanding leadership of the Two Year “Golden Days” Project, with a 
$5,600 profit for gardens influencing children in Maine. 

Kennebec District, Shelly Hanson, Kennebec District Director 
For an excellent district meeting of an all-inclusive educational theme of 
“Preserving Our Future” focusing on the American Chestnut Tree, a national 
movement. 

Camden Garden Club, Shirley Cobb, President 
For providing their community with 64 years of garden tours, civic projects 
including The Children’s Amphitheater at Laite Beach Park, and for the First 
GCFM state president, Mrs. E.A. Robbins in 1931. 

Judy Stallworth, GCFM Secretary with many ‘Hats’ 
For extensive support to concerns of GCFM Awards of past, present and the 
future. 

Ann Thomas, GCFM President’s Project Chairman “Beautify Blight” 
For determined, thorough leadership of the restoration of our forgotten 
cemeteries and preserving our historic landscape legacies. 

Cheryle Fasano, Corresponding Secretary, our ‘left & right hand gal’ 
For responsible, steadfast, consistent & loyal support with communications, 
notices, replies, records, encouragement and connections with GCFM, NER 
and NGC. 

Martha N. Maguier, 
Assistant Treasurer 

For subtle, 
accurate, 
accountable, 
investigations 

of and faithful 
performance 

of our 501c3 affairs.  
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GCFM President’s Awards 
Convention 2011 in Castine, ME 

80th Anniversary Annual Luncheon June 23, 2011 
 

President’s Special Awards:  
Cindi & Alvion Kimball, GCFM Convention 2011 Chairmen, & St. Croix District  

For superb leadership “Honoring Our Past and Sustaining Our Future” with a 
memorable annual GCFM convention in Castine. 

Jackie Tanner, GCFM Fall Conference Chairman 
For joyfully managing two fall conferences: “Water: the Fountain of Life” & 

Photos: 
GCFM 80th Convention 
Installation of Officers 

2011-2013 
 Right:: Past GCFM President 

Clare Hunt, Kathleen Marty 
GCFM President,  Kathleen 

Filtranti Second Vice President, 
July Stallworth Recording Secre-

tary, Judith Tarbox Treasurer, 
Cindi Kimball Assistant Treasurer  

Photos: GCFM 80th Convention Installation of Officers 
2011-2013  GCFM President 2011-2013 Kathleen Marty & 

GCFM Past President 2009-2011 Becky Linney 
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PROTECT YOURSELF WITH SUNSCREEN 

For EWG's 5th annual sunscreen report, we analyzed more than 600 beach and 
sport sunscreens and found that we could only recommend one in five sunscreens 
for this summer! The rest either don't protect enough or contain hazardous ingredi-
ents that don't belong on your skin. 
 
I know you count on sunscreens to protect you and your family from sunburn and to 
help prevent sun damage and skin cancer, so please take a moment to check out our 
most comprehensive Sunscreen Guide to date. You can look up your sunscreen or 
find out our top-rated sunscreens. 
 
Click here to check out this year's Sunscreen Guide! 
 
This report is packed with invaluable information from the best sunscreens to sun 
safety tips. There's even a Hall of Shame to shine a light on the sunscreen industry's 
worst practices. 
 
I hope you and your family have a fun and safe summer ! 
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CONSERVATION 

Submitted By Lindy Green ~ GCFM Conservation Chairman 
  
I joined the Bath Garden Club not too long after we moved to Brunswick in late 2004.   
I chose to serve on the Conservation and Program Committees and continue to do 
so. 
 
The BGC Conservation Committee concerns itself with invasive plants and insects, 
habitat/wetland enhancement, and recycling, as well as ways to lower our carbon 
footprint.  As the recently elected GCFM Conservation Chairperson, I shall attempt to 
share with you some newly gleaned information and personal conservation concerns. 
 
One topic of particular interest to me is the attempt to reverse Maine’s 34-year ban 
on billboards.  Two bills – LD 1405 and LD 1367 would allow billboards to be 
constructed everywhere!  If you visit maine.gov and check on the status of these bills, 
you will see that although the House sent LD 1405 to the Senate for concurrence on 
April 5, 2011, the Senate placed it in Legislative Files on May 11, 2011 meaning that 
the bill is dead – for now.  However, during a conversation with our representative, 
Alexander Cornell du Houx on May 26th, I learned that this bill could be retrieved 
anytime by the Leadership suspending the rules and considered again. 
 
Masquerading as a means to fund badly needed road repairs, LD 1367 would allow 
the construction of billboards just as blatantly as LD 1405.  While the Senate sent it 
down to the House at the end of March, on April 5, 2011, the House referred it to the 
Transportation Committee where it is still being considered. 
 
I strongly encourage you to write to your state representatives politely expressing 
your disapproval of this means of outdoor advertising. 
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Photos: 
Above and Right: 

Presidents Reception  

Photos: 
Annual Banquet 

Above: Honored Member Hope 
75 years of active participation.  
Right:: Becky Linney ~ GCFM 

President 

In charge of all of the flowers:  Jean Tassanari, Neannie 
Russell, Mollie Heron, Lynette Gaslin and Karen 

Johnson -- all to be applauded for an absolutely beautiful 
room and convention filled with stunning flowers.  Thank 

you for sharing their gardens with all in Castine  
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos: 
Left and Below: 

Vendor Exhibit Hall 

Photos: 
Left : Gardens 

Below:  NGC President ~ Shirley 
S. Nicolai with GCFM President 

Becky Linney 
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CONSERVATION 

On May 17th, I attended a very informative workshop on climate change sponsored 
by the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences.  Approximately 60 attendees 
listened to talks from representatives of Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the 
Nature Conservancy, Maine Geological Survey, and a local consulting civil 
engineering company.  George Jacobson, Ph.D., Maine’s State Climatologist spoke 
at length on climate variability with particular emphasis on the burgeoning world 
population.  I urge you to visit www.manomet.org to read their presentations posted 
at “Click Here” in purple under the workshop title.  Jackie Sartoris, who organized this 
event, also wrote a blog about it which you may enjoy reading. 
 
Since solar energy is yet another topic of interest to me, I found the report “A Solar 
Transition is Possible” by Peter D. Schwartzman and David W. Schwartzman 
particularly thought –provoking.  The Institute for Policy Research and Development 
(www.iprd.org.uk), ranked as the top UK research institution, published this report. 
 
There are several other conservation websites that I visit from time to time, but I think 
I shall save mentioning those for later.  I am looking forward to my tenure as 
Conservation Chairperson. 

Manure: In the 16th and 17th centuries, everything had to be transported by ship and 
it was also before the invention of commercial fertilizers, so large shipments of 
manure were quite common. 
 

It was shipped dry, because in dry form it weighed a lot less than when wet, but once 
water (at sea) hit it, not only did it become heavier, but the process of fermentation 
began again, of which a byproduct is methane gas of course..  As the stuff was 
stored below decks in bundles you can see what could (and did) happen. 
  

Methane began to build up below decks and the first time someone came below at 
night with a lantern, BOOM! 
  

Several ships were destroyed in this manner before it was determined just what was 
happening. 
  

After that, the bundles of manure were always stamped with the instruction ' Stow 
high in transit ' on them, which meant for the sailors to stow it high enough off the 
lower decks so that any water that came into the hold would not touch this volatile 
cargo and start the production of methane. 
  

Thus evolved the term 'S.H.I.T.' (Stow High In Transit) which has come down through 
the centuries and is in use to this very day. 
  

You probably did not know the true history of this word. 

MANURE… AN INTERESTING FACT 
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PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF PESTS 

Preventing the Spread of Pests at Plant Sales and Swaps: 
What can you do? 

1. Think about the Characteristics of the plants you want to swap/sell 
a. Do not include plants in a swap/sale that are invasive or problem plants in  
        your garden 

2. Know your pests (and their enemies) 
a. Determine what major pests affect the plants and: 
 i.    Where and when to look for them, 
1.  Ii.   How to identify them, 
2.  Iii.  What type of damage they cause and 
3.  Iv.  How to control or prevent them. 

3. Swap/sell only plant material that is healthy and free from pests 
a. Look for any signs of pests, 
b.    Not sure what it is?  Contact Cooperative Extension Pest Management 
 Office at 1-800-287-0279 to have pests positively identified. 
c.     If a plant is not of high enough quality for you to buy in a nursery, you  
 should not include it in a swap/sale 

4. Beware of hitchhiking weeds 
a. Consider bare-rooting perennials 

5. Know the laws – respect quarantines 
a. Maine quarantines on plant material include: 

  i.  All hemlocks brought into Maine must come from counties free 
   from hemlock woolly adelgid,  
  ii.  Ribes spp. (currants, gooseberries) can not be planted or sold 
   in most parts of Maine, 
  iii. All pine species moving to Aroostook and Washington Counties 
   must be inspected and found free from pine shoot beetle, 
  iv. All larch (Larix spp and Pseudolarix spp.) coming from parts of 
   Waldo, Hancock, Knox, Lincoln and Washington Counties 
   must be certified free from European larch canker, 
  vii.  species of invasive aquatic plants cannot be sold in Maine. 

b. Other quarantines may also apply – check with the Maine Department of 
Agriculture for updates on regulations. 

Need more information? 
Maine Department of Agriculture 
Division of Plant and Animal Health 
28 State House Station  
Augusta, Maine 04333 
(207) 287-3891 
www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/horticulture  
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

Photos: 
Left and below 

 Elliot Coleman Gardens  

Photos: 
Above and Right: 

Elliot Coleman Gardens  



Garden Club Federation of Maine ~ January 2011 ~ Gardeners Voice Page 38 

 

�����01	�������-����������������01	�������-����������������01	�������-����������������01	�������-������������ ���

CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

Every detail was 
thought about so that 
this was a very 
special convention 
hosted by the St. 
Croix District.  The 
Registrar, Shirley 
Pierce, had the 
hardest job of all and 
what a job she did.  
No one but Shirley 
could have done this 

job any better.  A 
special thanks to 
Becky Linney, Mary 
Blackstone and Mary 
Ericson who all 
helped us with our 
many questions while 

planning this event.  Many thanks to all 
those that we have not mentioned and we 
look forward to attending next year's 
convention in Freeport. 
Alvion & Cindi Kimball  

Photos: 
Top:  Garden Tour 

Middle:  Garden Tours 
Bottom:  Dice Head Light  

(also known as Dyce Head) 
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The following are a few websites to help you learn more about plant pests. 
Maine Department of Agriculture, Division of Plant Industry 

www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/  
Maine Forest Service 
 www.maine.gov/doc/mfs 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension (UMCE) 

http://extension.umaine.edu/ 
UMCE Insect & Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic 

http://umaine.edu/ipm/ipddl/ 
UMCE Gardening & Horticulture 
 http://umaine.edu/gardening/  
University of Maine, Analytical Lab & Soil Testing Services 
 http://anlab.umesci.maine.edu/default.htm  
Maine GotPests? 
 www.gotpests.org  
USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine 

www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health  
National Agriculture Pest Information System 

http://ceris.purdue.edu/napis/index.html 
USDA Forest Service 

www.fs.fed.us/ 
National Plant Board (Includes a list of state regulations) 
 www.nationalplantboard.org 
Cornell Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab 

http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/ 
UMass Extension Landscape, Nursery and Urban Forestry 

www.umassgreeninfo.org/ 
Invasive Plant Atlas of New England 

http://nbii-nin.ciesin.columbia.edu/ipane/index.htm  
 Northeastern IPM Center 
  http://northeastipm.org  
Article and web links provided by Ann Gibbs 
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DIGGING DEEPER 

Digging Deeper is for you - Do you have 
a burning question you would like to 
know more about?  Looking for an 
answer for that gardening problem?  
Want to know more about a garden club 
procedure?  Do you have a concern you 
would like addressed?   Many of us have 
the same questions or concerns.  Why 
not ask?  Submit your questions, 
comments or concerns to the Editor at; 
newsletter@mainegardenclubs.org.   
 
Question:  How do I submit an article for 
the newsletter about projects that have 
been going on in my club? 
 

Response by Pam Newcomb GCFM Newsletter Editor:  This is an excellent question. 
You can just  emai l  your art ic le and photos to me at 
newsletter@mainegardenclubs.org .  Be sure to get them in by the deadlines (Nov 15 
for Jan issue, Mar 1 for April issue, June 1 for July issue and Sept 1 for Oct issue).  
 

Question: How do I log on to update our clubs web page? 
Response by Pam Newcomb GCFM Webmaster: Each club doesn’t have a login to 
update their own pages, you just need to send me your information in a “camera 
ready” format and let me know what you would like changed or updated.  If you 
submit your material by the 20th of the month, it will be done on the next update near 
the first of the following month.  If you have questions certainly feel free to email.  
webmaster@mainegardenclubs.org 
Question: How do you get your event added to the Calendar? 
Response by Pam Newcomb GCFM Webmaster: Just email your info to 
webmaster@mainegardenclubs.org or  newsletter@mainegardenclubs.org  
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CELEBRATE  GARDENING IN CASTINE AND DOWN EAST MAINE 

THE 80TH GCFM CONVENTION 
IN CASTINE, MAINE 

The morning of 
June 21st was 
sunny and warm 
and preceded two 
more lovely days 
for a convention in 
Maine.  The Maine 
Maritime Academy 
and the town of 
Castine had its 
doors open and a 
w a r m t h  t h a t 
matched the day 
was displayed to all.  188 gardeners were about to experience workshops, a walking 
tour of gardens, boat rides, bird walks and some of the best food that any 
convention had ever had.   
 

Ellsworth made the favors for 
the Scholarship/Life Member 
dinner the first night.  
Flowers cut from the gardens 
of the Bucksport club 
adorned each table and the 
tables by the podium.   
Name tags showed the Bass 
Harbor Lighthouse in Maine 
and place cards were hand 
printed.  Welcome bags as 
each attendee entered and 
favors at the other meals 
were provided by Bar Harbor 

and Surry Garden Clubs.  The Franklin, Evergreen and Pleasant River garden clubs 
helped collect auction and raffle items, made baskets and helped to make the fund 
raiser for the district a success.   
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We had the pleasure of talking with many GCFM members during the 2011 GCFM 
Convention in Castine a few weeks ago.  Our display at this convention showcased a 
garden path  and pond of crafted flowers and plants that kids have made in our 
programs when learning about flora and fauna.  All of our programs are hands on 
activities so the children have 
the opportunity to learn by 
doing and having fun, rather 
than just sitting and listening.  
By making the plants the 
children had the opportunity not 
only to learn a craft, work on 
motor skills, but to also learn 
the parts of plants, how to take 
care of them, what they need to 
survive, where they can live. 
 
Thank you for inviting us to join 
you for your festivities.  We 
look forward to seeing how you 
continue to encourage, excite, 
entice and educate our youth 
for a sustainable future. 
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www.thetwocrazywomen.com 
207-619-4543 

WORD OF THANKS  
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May 29th for 9 wks Old York Garden Club Open Gardens 2011 
FMI: www.oldyorkgardenclub.org 

June-August Seacoast Water Garden Club Annual Pond tours 
FMI: www.seacoastwatergarden.org 

July International Trip:  Rhine River Cruise with Michaeleen Ward  
GCFM Visiting Garden Chairman 2009-2011 
 

July 8 Waldo County General Hospital Aid’s 21st Garden Walk 
FMI: sgordon@wegh.org or 930-6739 
 

July 8 2011 Symposium “Designing Your Signature Maine Landscape” 
http://www.mainegardens.org/calendar/symposium-designing-
your-signature-maine-landscape 

July 9 Bucksport’s Abloom 
https://sites.google.com/site/bucksportgardenclub/home/bucksport
-s-a 

July 9 White Mountain Garden Club Symposium & Fair 
Sugar Hill, New Hampshire  FMI: jirish@ne.rr.com 
 

July 14 Schoodic International Sculpture Symposium House Tour 
CALL 207-422-3000 or e-mail Luders@aol.com   
 

July 15 Kingsbrae Garden Tour, St Andrews,New Brunswick 
FMI: Carol Arnold,  990-5949 or by email: gaafam@aol.com 
 

July 16 Private Gardens of the Kennebunk's Garden Tour 
FMI: (207) 985-5975; events@kidsfreetogrow.org 
 

July 16 Winter Harbor Public Library presents Books N’ Blooms Garden 
Tour on Schoodic Peninsula.  FMI:  www.winterharbor.lib.me.us 

2��������'������	2��������'������	2��������'������	2��������'������	� ���
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July 17 Bar Harbor Garden Club “Island Gardens” Tour 
FMI:  www.barharborgardenclub.com or 207-288-9689 

July 21 Camden House and Garden Tour 
FMI: www.camdengardenclub.com 

July 21 Sixth Annual Seacoast Water Garden Club Tour 
www.seacoastwatergarden.org 

July 22-23 Midsummer Marketplace @ Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens 
GCFM Exhibit table 9:00am-4:00pm 
 

July 24 Southwest Harbor Public Library presents Quiet Side Garden 
Tours w/plein air artists.  FMI: 207-244-7065 

August 5-6 Lakeside Garden Club presents the Fifth Annual “Art in Bloom” 
Contact the gallery: 207-647-2787 or Judy 207-583-9112 

August 8 GCFM Board Meeting and Club Presidents Meeting 
Augusta Country Club 9:00am-2:00pm 
 

September 13-15 Flower Show School Course III, Massachusetts  

September 20-25 NGC 2011 Fall Board Meeting, St Louis, Missouri 

October 17-18 New England Region Meeting, Chelmsford, Massachusetts 

October 18-20 New England Regional Symposium, Chelmsford, Massachusetts 

October 26 GCFM Fall Conference, Lewiston, Maine 

 2012 

May 16-19 NGC Convention 2012, Buffalo, New York 

September 25-29 NGC 2012 Fall Board Meeting, Little Rock, Arkansas 

 2013 

May 24-26 NGC 2013 Convention, Seattle, Washington 

September Flower Show School Course IV, Massachusetts  

!"#! �

!"#$ �

Garden Club Federation of Maine ~ January 2011 ~ Gardeners Voice Page 35 

 

The name was chosen for the star on the service flags displayed in homes and 
businesses denoting a family member serving.  Markers are found throughout the 
United States to honor all military members who have served our country in the 
past, in the present and in the future.    

 
T h e 
marker is 
located on 
Route 27, 
next to the 
t e n n i s 
courts at 
the High 
S c h o o l , 
and will be 
on the 
route of 
the parade 
which will 
h o n o r 
Memor ia l 
Day.    
        

MEDOMAK  DISTRICT ANNUAL  MEETING 

����� �������� �������� �������� ���� ���

Boothbay Region Garden Club members (left to right) Carol Lingard, Leal Brinegar, 
Karen Gilbert, Linda Redman (Blue Star State Chair), Kathleen Marty (President 

BRGC), and Pat McMurry 

Left to right:  Becky 
Linney~GCFM President 

2009-2011, Carol Lingard, 
Treasurer; Margaret 

Holden, Secretary’ Linda 
Redman, District Director; 

Ann Reiss Cole, Asst. 
District Director.   

Medomak District Installation of 2011 – 2013 Officers. 
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The Bucksport Garden Club won the Non-Profit of the Year Award from the 
Bucksport Bay Area Chamber of Commerce.  The award was presented by the 
Chamber at the Alamoosook Lakeside Inn on April 29th.   

Boothbay Region Garden Club members lay wreath at the Blue Star Memorial 
Marker.  Continuing the tradition of recognizing our Armed Forces, the Boothbay 
Region Garden Club members gathered to lay a wreath at the Blue Star Memorial 
Marker which the club dedicated in November, 2010.   
 

The Blue Star Project was inaugurated by the New Jersey Garden Clubs in 1944 and 
adopted by the National Garden Clubs, Inc.  The program includes the Blue Star 
Highway Marker, the Blue Star Memorial Marker, and the Blue Star By-Way Marker.  

BUCKSPORT GARDEN CLUB 
NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR  

The members pictured are:   
front row, Kathy Zeman, Polly Neville, Cindi Kimball, Shirley Pierce and Lynette Gaslin.  Back row , 

Mike Paige, Ellen Paige and Alvion Kimball 

BOOTHBY REGION GARDEN CLUB  ~ BLUE STAR 
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SCHOLARSHIP  RECEPIANT 

Submitted by Mary Blackstone ~ GCFM Scholarship Chairman 
 

KINDLE LOOMIS AWARDED GCFM AND NGC SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

After reviewing another round 
of excellent applications from 
deserving university students, 
the GCFM Scholarship 
Committee awarded the 2011 
GCFM Horticulture Scholarship 
to Kindle Loomis of East Blue 
Hill.  Her application was then 
forwarded for consideration by 
National Garden Clubs, and in 
addit ion to the GCFM 
Scholarship for $3300, she was 
also awarded an NGC 
Scholarship for $3500. 
 
Kindle will be a 4th year BSc 
student in the Fall at the 
R u b i n s t e i n  S c h o o l  o f 
Environment and Natural 
Resources at the University of 
Vermont in Burlington, VT.  
She is majoring in Natural 
Resource Planning with a focus 
on the important emergent field 
of Human and Environmental Health, and she is minoring in Community International 
Development.  These interests have led her to take courses such as agricultural 
ethics, human health and gardening practices, and most recently, a service-learning 
class, which culminated in travel to Honduras in May.  During her time in Honduras, 
she worked with a team of three to continue developing a school garden project 
begun three years ago by former students and to educate local children on a broad 
array of integrated topics, including nutrition, water systems, sustainable gardening 
practices and watershed management.  
 
After returning from her service-learning trip, Kindle headed off to Alaska for a one-
month position with a salmon fishing company, but on her return she will be working 
with a Burlington organization, New Farms for New Americans.   New Farms 
teaches refugees, who have resettled in the Burlington community, gardening skills 
as a means of income generation.  Volunteers work side by side with refugee women 

Kindle Loomis GCFM & NGC Scholarship Recepiant 
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TRIBUTE TO MARION FULLER  BROWN 

Garden Club Federation of Maine 
Rebecca L. Linney 

 

Marion Fuller Brown , or as many of us knew her as “Marion Billboard Brown” , 
Conservationist, Friend of Natural Resources, and ‘loyal advocate’ about anything 
she decided to tackle during her lifetime. 
 

Marion Fuller Brown, who was a state representative in Maine, sponsored 
legislation that banned billboards throughout the state of Maine, a law that was 
upheld by the United States Supreme Court, died on June 3rd at her home “Rams 
Head Farm” in York, ME.  Mrs. Brown was 94. 
 

Mrs. Fuller Brown, who was a founder of Scenic America , a national organization 
dedicated to preserving the visual character of America’s countryside, served in the 
Maine House of Representatives from 1966 to 1972.  It was during her last term that 
Mrs. Brown sponsored the law banning from state roads what are called ‘off-
premises billboards’ or those that are not on the site of the business being 
advertised.  At the time there were more than 2,500 off-premises billboards in 
Maine. 
 

In 1981 after a legal challenge to the law, the Supreme Court affirmed a ruling by a 
federal district court in Maine.  In its ruling, the lower court said, “The nation’s 
recently awakened and growing concern for the quality of its environment and the 
various and widespread steps taken by individuals, citizen groups and governmental 
bodies to protect and enhanced natural resources demonstrate beyond reasonable 
question that the Maine Act serve substantial governmental interests through the 
preservation of aesthetic values.”  Three other states have similar bans:  Hawaii, 
Alaska and Vermont. 
 

President Richard M. Nixon appointed Mrs. Brown to the National Highway 
Beautification Commission in 1971.  Eleven years later she helped create the 
National Coalition to Preserve Scenic Beauty, the predecessor to Scenic America.   
She helped to lay the groundwork for the advocacy of Scenic America , to protect 
the nation’s scenic and historical assets. 
 

Starting in the late 80’s Mrs. Brown returned to Augusta to become Chairman of the 
Blaine House Landscape Committee and served on the committee for 18 years.  
Marion was a member of both the Garden club Federation of Maine and the Garden 
Club of America.  She was an advocate of Maine’s history, cultural legacies, civic 
projects, environmental and conservation issues.  Her loyalty to Maine was endless.  
We all live in a more beautiful State, because of Marion’s tireless efforts to preserve 
our natural landscapes.  It was always a privilege to serve ‘with’  her, ‘for’  her 
passions and she will be missed by all of us. 
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YEAR END DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS 

The Blue Star markers were taken care of better than in past years and more work 
will be done in the coming year.  Bucksport has turned in for an award for Civic 
Development with a project to create a Turtle Nesting area.  All the other many 
hours were spent preparing for the 80th GCFM 2011 Convention in Castine.    
Flower arrangements were made, name tags hand printed, 3 table favors were 
done, programs printed, tours were set up and lodging at MMA was handled by the 
chairs of the committee.  Vendors were selected as well as speakers.  A garden tour 
with the Castine Garden Club was coordinated and another tour was coordinated 
with the Castine Historical Society.  Two boats were asked to participate in a boat 
tour which was very popular as was the green house tours including Eliott 
Coleman's farm.  The St Croix District worked very hard this year and all the 
marvelous events certainly showed their talents. 
 
Alvion will continue as District Director until January, when Mary Blackstone 
(Ellsworth) will return to Maine.  Mary is taking care of her husband Cameron, who 
suffered a severe heart attack earlier this year.  Assistant Director is John Gilchrist 
(Franklin), Secretary is Karen Johnson (Bucksport) and Treasurer is Mary Opdyke 
(Bar Harbor).   
 
Respectfully Submitted 
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on the farm; and, after harvests, volunteers assist women in selling the produce at 
farmers’ markets.  The project ensures women can support themselves, while also 
cultivating community amongst themselves, and cultivating a connection with the 
greater community. 
 
In her application Kindle noted that it is “uplifting and inspirational ideals and projects” 
such as these which “truly motivate me in continuing my course of study.”  For her 
future career path she sees herself potentially working in any one of a number of 
areas from teaching garden education to elementary school students, to becoming a 
national park manager in Denali National Park, to working for a non-profit in Haitian 
relief work.  She is enthusiastic about the wide range of job opportunities for which 
her major will qualify her and committed to the common philosophical thread which 
connects them--”working with others for the betterment of human society and the 
environment in which we live.” 
 
Kindle is a great gardener and because she has in fact worked in the past for Eliot 
Coleman and Barbara Damrosch in their private gardens, people who took the 
Wednesday afternoon garden tour at Spring Convention got a chance to see gardens 
in which she was able to hone some of her gardening skills. 
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THE EVERLASTING  CIRCLE 

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE EVERLASTING CIRCLE 
(individuals who donated to the Scholarship Fund June 2010-June 2011) 

 
GCFM Life Members 
 
#547 Carmen Weatherbie, Longfellow Garden Club from that club 
#548 Pamela Newcomb, Garden Club of Sebasticook from Carleen Harriman 
#549 Floy Ervin, Bar Harbor Garden Club from that club 
#550 Joan Wells, Harpswell Garden Club from that club 
#551 Suzanne Bushnell, Harpswell Garden Club from that club 
#552 Lynn Jourdan, Seacoast Garden Club from that club 
#553 Leslie Lindren, Seacoast Garden Club from that club 
#554 Cushman Blethen, Ellsworth Garden Club from Mary Blackstone for that club 
#555 Norene Blethen, Ellsworth Garden Club from Mary Blackstone for that club 
 
Honorary Life Members 
Tom Adamo from Mary Blackstone for the GCFM, St. Croix District 
Noni Ames from Rebecca Linney 
Cindy Brockway from Rebecca Linney 
Tony Ferrara from Mary Blackstone for the GCFM, St. Croix District 
Diana Joyner from Rebecca Linney 
Winona Lewis from Rebecca Linney 
David L. Linney from Rebecca Linney 
 
Memorial Donations 
In memory of Marion Fuller Brown from Rebecca Linney 
In memory of Tom Hosmer from Rebecca Linney 
 
Other Club and District Donations 
Osewantha Garden Club in lieu of a speakers fee for Tom Atwell 
GCFM, Penobscot District in honor of Lisa Colburn, winner of the District’s 2011 
Award of Honor 
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YEAR END DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Two of our Clubs, Seacoast (Kennebunk/Kennebunkport) and Old York have 
published books with tips on gardening.  Both have received National Awards for 
their efforts.  Seacoast has a very active youth program winning many awards each 
years for posters and poetry.  All our Clubs have youth programs which they support.  
Old York Garden Club had a very successful Flower Show last year staged at the 
public library making it very accessible to the community.  Our Clubs support 
programs, activities and events sponsored by the Federation. 
 
The District Board of Directors strived to initiate ways to bring our individual club 
members together as a District.  Each Club welcomed visitors to their meetings to 
share interesting and educational programs.  In addition, we have had the 
opportunity to see some wonderful designers.   
 
I would be remiss, if I did not mention once again, my gratitude for all the hard work 
and dedication the Clubs gave to make Convention 2010 a success.  
 
Working with the Club Presidents, Janet Gourley from Harbourside (Kittery/Kittery  
Point), Wendy Cote, Eliot Garden Club, Sherry McConnell from Old York, Lynn 
Jourdan, Seacoast and Nancy Rogers of Southern Maine which servers the Sanford/
Springvale area and 3 communities in New Hampshire, has been a rewarding 
experience.  Making new friendships that will continue in the years to come has been 
the highlight of my term.  
 
 
 

2011 ST. CROIX DISTRICT REPORT 
St. Croix District Director 

Alvion Kimball 
 
The Garden Clubs that belong to the St. Croix District are:  Bar Harbor, Bucksport, 
Ellsworth, Franklin, Pleasant River (new) and Surry. 
 
All the garden clubs in our district planted containers, window boxes, a town trough, 
and like Sonia Cianchette, if it didn't move, we filled it with flowers. 
 
Ellsworth's garden club held a flower show which was award winning.  Bucksport had 
a "Secret Tour" and will hold its 3rd annual Bucksport's Abloom in July.  Surry will 
hold the Fall Conference because of all the work that had to be done on the 
convention.  Every club held plant sales, bulb sales and more.  Some clubs entered 
the Blue Hill Fair floral display contest. (Ellsworth won). 
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YEAR END DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS 

activities of the clubs, describing the benefits of joining a club, and offering other 
gardening advice.  The six container gardens were donated to the silent auction and 
netted $170 for Hospice Volunteers.   
 
Both Mt. Blue Area and Bloomfield Garden Clubs have added a number of new 
members this year.  It is always nice when we have new members join us who are 
eager to learn and share ideas. 
 
All of the clubs in the District are very busy with gardening projects - whether it is 
working in community gardens, their own club gardens, garden therapy projects, 
working with students in schools to share the knowledge of gardening to holding 
plant sales, garden tours to raise money for their clubs to be able to offer 
scholarships to students furthering their education in horticulture. 
 
The District is looking forward to hosting this year’s Fall Conference Wednesday, 
October 26 at the Ramada Inn in Lewiston.  The theme is “Gardening with a 
Purpose” and Jill Hodsdon, Central Maine Garden Club will be Chairman.  Hope to 
see all of you there. 
 
As District Director, I am very proud of the wonderful work these clubs do for their 
communities.  I am pleased to have been their Director for the past two years.   
 
 

Annual Report 
Piscataqua District 

Mary Ericson, Piscataqua District Director 
June 22, 2011   

GCFM Convention 2011 
 
It has been an honor and privilege to have been the Piscataqua District Director for 
the past term.  Having been on the District Board for many years since it’s 
beginnings, it was no surprise to realize that our five Clubs are made up of 
dedicated, pro-active gardeners and designers.  Their accomplishments in so many 
aspects of gardening are almost overwhelming.  For a small group, around 350 
members, the communities served are overflowing with beautiful flowers.  Traffic 
islands, monuments, planters, whiskey barrels, window boxes, gazebos and public 
buildings are just a few of the places that are planted and maintained by our garden 
club members.  
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Submitted By Margot Haertel ~ GCFM Youth Activities Chairman 
 

GCFM Youth Activities Contest Winners 

The following contest winners were announced at District and/or Club meetings in 
May: 

High School Essay Contest The Environment – Our Personal Responsibility :  
Erin Connery, 10th grade, Mount Desert Island High School, sponsored by 
the Bar Harbor Garden Club. 

NGC, Inc., Youth Poetry Contest Fields of Daffodils :   

Paxton Brown, 1st grade, Southwest Harbor, sponsored by the Bar Harbor 
Garden Club 

Athena Brown, 3rd grade, Southwest Harbor, sponsored by the Bar Harbor 
Garden Club 

Jackie Allaire-MacDonald, 5th grade, Kennebunk, sponsored by the Seacoast 
Garden Club 

Bethany Berger, 8th grade, Wells, sponsored by the Seacoast Garden Club. 

Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl Poster Contest:   

Chase Carty, 1st grade, Boothbay Harbor, sponsored by the Boothbay 
Region Garden Club 

Makayla Wright, 2nd grade, Kennebunkport, sponsored by Seacoast Garden 
Club 

Gillian Willey, 3rd grade, sponsored by the Bar Harbor Garden Club 

Mary Batsie, 4th grade, Newburgh, sponsored by the Hampden Garden Club 

Wil Kenneway, Kennebunkport, sponsored by the Seacoast Garden Club 

 

Involving youth of various ages to the wonders of gardening 
and appreciation of the environment is a goal that several 
clubs have attained through various projects large and small.  
These clubs are Boothbay Region Garden Club, Brewer 
Garden and Bird Club, Hampden Garden Club, Old York 
Garden Club, Seacoast Garden Club and Bar Harbor Garden 
Club, 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AWARDS 
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NATIONAL  AWARD FOR MT. DESERT LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECT 

National Garden Club Award of Excellence #23 
Garden Club Federation of Maine 

Rebecca L. Linney, President 
 

Candidate:   Patrick Chasse’, ASLA 
Box 118, Mt Desert, ME  04660 

Patrick@MossKing.com  (207) 244-0700’ 
November 2010 

 

Patrick Chasse’ is immensely qualified to receive this award as indicated by his 
experience and passion for his work as a landscape architect. 

His contributions to civic projects illustrate his dedication to the field of historic 
landscapes.  At Garland Farm in Bar Harbor, Maine, Patrick led the effort to purchase 
and preserve this property the last home and garden of Beatrix Farrand, illustrating 
his generosity and dedication of her work. There, he was able to establish a garden 
research library and document and restore the landscape.  As historic landscape 
architect on the restoration of the Benenson Conifer Collection at the New York 

#23 AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  
#23 Award of Excellence is the highest award of National Garden Clubs 
presented to a non-member of NGC and sponsored by a State Federation. 
It may be awarded to an individual, organization, or institution that has 
made a significant contribution toward the advancement of goals and 
purposes of National Garden Clubs. The application for a NGC Award of 
Excellence may be obtained from the NGC website or the Award of 
Excellence Chairman. This application form must be accompanied by a one
-page summary of the applicant’s qualifications, which also lists the 
applicant’s name, address and phone number. Text and photos/photocopies 
to substantiate the applicant’s qualifications for this award is limited to four 
(4) pages, front of page only.  
 
SCALE OF POINTS FOR #23 
Presentation 5 
Achievement and Scope of Accomplishment 50 
Advancement of NGC’s Goals 35 
Supporting Data 10 
Total 100 
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YEAR END DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS 

garden at the Dorothea Dix psychiatric hospital, and flowers planted at the fire 
department’s museum.  
 
Milo membership increased by 10% to over 50, now the largest club in our district 
and the most rural. Their August Fair and Plant Sale is highly recommended as a 
destination for summer fun in old timey tradition.  
 
The newly elected Penobscot District Director is Carol Arnold from Veazie Garden 
Club, and assistant director is Pam Newcomb from Sebasticook Garden Club. Both 
of these clubs have been planting NGC’s daffodils throughout their towns. 
 
 

GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION OF MAINE 
Kennebec District Annual Report – June, 2011 

Shelly Hanson, District Director 
 

Mt. Blue Area Garden Club hosted this year’s annual District meeting on May 17 at 
the Calzolaio’s Pasta Company in Wilton.  All of the arrangements were done by 
members of Mt. Blue – most using watering cans and spring flowers from their 
gardens.  The theme for the meeting was “Preserving our Future”.   Our speaker was 
Alan Markert from the Maine Chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation.  Alan 
shared how he and other members of the foundation are working to restore the 
American chestnut to its original forest ranges in Maine. We had 56 members 
attending from the seven clubs in the District.  Mt. Blue members were gracious 
hostesses and both State President Becky Linney and President Elect Kathleen 
Marty were able to join us for the meeting.  We all had a good time visiting with other 
garden club members in the District. 
 
This year we have had a new club join our District, Community Garden Club of 
Jackman.  They have 10 members and are active in a number of community 
gardens, they have held a plant sale and sold wreaths at Christmas time.  We have 
had two new garden clubs join the District the last two years - Community Garden 
Club of Jackman and Monmouth Garden Club.   
 
Members of the Kennebec District participated in the Annual Garden Party "Summer 
Solstice in the Garden" at Fieldstone Gardens in Vassalboro last June.  The garden 
party was sponsored by Hospice Volunteers of Waterville Area.  We started the day 
by doing a couple of workshops.  Waterville Community Garden Club demonstrated 
container gardens and Kennebec Valley Garden Club demonstrated flower 
arranging.  Tables were set up with information about the various clubs, covering 
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YEAR END DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS 

2011 Penobscot District Report from Patricia Snyder   
As suburbia continues its sprawl into the communities surrounding the City of 
Bangor, the Penobscot District’s seven garden clubs have continued to maintain 
their commitment to our native landscape and rural Maine tradition of homespun 
community service. Our proximity to the University of Maine’s flagship campus gives 
us access to wonderful academic expertise and rich resource for programs. The 
dedicated leaders of our clubs have carried the torch proudly forward despite 
personal challenges of aging or illness. We gardeners know the great strength and 
healing power to be found in the soil and flowers – whether cultivated or wild, in 
birdsongs, in the exuberance of young animals. We strive to share this knowledge 
and understanding and joy of gardening with our neighbors and newcomers, young 
and old alike.  
 
This spring we collaborated with The Arts Alliance and provided 37 floral 
arrangements to complement and interpret their art at an Art In Bloom exhibit at 
Bangor‘s Garden Show. Our district has been paying the course tuition for two of 
our members to attend Flower Show School, and these two in turn, Carol Smith and 
Pam Newcomb, have chaired our district flower show activities these last few years, 
ably assisted by our resident expert Sally Mowbray.  
 
The Brewer Garden and Bird Club is as ambitious with its many areas of outreach 
as is its city, which has undergone rapid commercial development in recent years. 
Their active group of Junior Garden Growers continues the club’s long-standing 
support of programs for youth . The chair of Brewer’s Youth Committee was Ann 
Gallant.  
 
A fourth grade student from Hampden won first place in the state for her Smokey 
Bear/Woodsy Owl poster. Hampden’s Youth Chairman is Judy Luro, their former 
club president and a retired school teacher. Hampden hosts wonderful farmers 
markets and other community events in their club-owned historic Harmony Hall.  
 
Several of Orrington’s members volunteer at the Fields Pond Audubon Center-- 
helping with the gift shop, serving as docents for children’s nature programs, and 
helping to maintain the landscaping around the building.  
 
The Bangor Garden Club has been rejuvenated with new leadership. They hosted 
an elegant Spring District Meeting for us at the Muddy Rudder Restaurant. Their 
service projects include a youth program at  the Bangor Public Library for children to 
make small planters, flower boxes at the library, a lovely Circle of Senses herb 
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Botanical Garden he received a Lucy S. Moses Preservation Award in 2005.  As the 
first curator of landscape at the Isabella Stewart Gardiner Museum in Boston, 
Massachusetts he documented the evolution of the courtyard garden and reinstated 
elements of its design, along with developing an educational program related to 
horticulture.  Thuya Garden in Seal Harbor, Maine is another example of his work in 
restoring a perennial garden.  

Patrick Chasse’, ASLA, is Maine born and bred.  He earned a Master of Landscape 
Architecture degree from Harvard Graduate School of Design, after a B.S. in biology, 
graduate studies in botany and a MEd in environmental education from the University 
of Maine. Patrick came to landscape design as a convergence of life paths in science 
and art. With training as a botanist and ecologist, his creativity found outlets in 
printmaking, painting, glassblowing (studying with Dale Chihuly), ceramics, precious 
metalsmithing, photography and other media.  Art history formed the matrix for the 
cross-cultural perspective he took on human expression, and landscape design 
proved to be the ideal medium for synthesis of his sensible sensibilities.   

Utilizing his science training Patrick has a passion for protecting natural resources 
especially native plants.  As a young botanist Patrick has led bog walks thoughtfully 
explaining the development of a bog and the plants that hold it together.  He was 
instrumental in renovating the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Garden in Seal Harbor, 
Maine originally designed in 1921 as a collaborative effort between Beatrix Farrand 
and Mrs. Rockefeller.  The Spirit Path is portion of the garden lined with Korean 
statues and Maine native shrubs and ground covers. 

He has taught at the Landscape Institute, Arnold Arboretum, and the Graduate 
School of Design at Harvard University, the College of the Atlantic in Maine and 
Sheffield University in the UK.  He has been an instructor for many National Garden 
Club Landscape Design Schools in New England and presented seminars and 
lectures at garden clubs, historical societies, botanical gardens, arboreta and 
museums in the US, Canada and Europe.  He has written numerous articles in 
Horticulture Magazine and other popular press on garden design.  He has mentored 
garden club members, students and landscapers and been an inspiration to many 
others. Patrick has served on boards of many Not-for-Profit organizations, been on 
advisory committees and given pro-bono professional services to many communities. 
In 2006, The Garden Club Federation of Maine celebrated their 75th Anniversary in 
Bar Harbor.  Patrick and Martha Stewart were the keynote speakers for a day of 
memorable, educational programs.  During this Anniversary Celebration, Patrick 
graciously opened Garland Farm and conducted tours throughout the Convention.  

Mr. Chasse’ maintains an active design practice, specializing in historic landscapes, 
the reconstruction of natural plant communities and design of new gardens, from Mt. 
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Desert Island, Maine to Istanbul, Turkey. His list of clientele throughout his career is 
quite impressive, but of course, is confidential. Patrick was asked to renovate 
“Skylands,” Martha Stewarts’s home in Seal Harbor, Maine.  This property is the only 
garden designed by Jens Jensen on the east coast and is planted using Maine native 
plants.  The restoration of Edith Wharton’s garden at “The Mount” in Lenox, MA was 
particularly challenging for Patrick due to a lack of plans for the property. Beatrix 
Farrand was Wharton’s niece, and designed The Mount’s potager and sugar maple 
allee’.  Patrick had to scour Wharton’s books and correspondence for clues to begin 
the restoration.  Documentation revealed her fondness for ferns, wildflowers and the 
textures of the surrounding woodland. 

Patrick Chasse’ and his body of work have made a significant contribution toward the 
advancement of goals and purposes of National Garden Clubs, Inc.  These are: 

To aid in the protection and conservation of natural resources.   

To promote civic educational services and beautification of civic spaces. 

Patrick Chasse’ receiving the Award of Excellence in Washington DC. 
Kathleen Marty~GCFM President Elect, Patrick Chasse’, Becky Linney~GCFM President, Judy 

Stallworth~GCFM Recording Secretary 
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To encourage the establishment and maintenance of botanical gardens, 
arboreta for the advancement of science, public education and 
enjoyment. 

To advance the study of gardening, landscape design, environmental 
issues, horticulture and to assist by mentoring students in these fields. 

To cooperate with other organizations to further interest in horticulture, 
conservation, environmental protection, and civic beautification by 
example of sustainable landscape practices.   P. 11, Directory, National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. 2009-2011.   

As Patrick Chasse’ has demonstrated, creating gardens is like a symphony.  He 
states “It’s more like putting together an orchestra to produce a single important 
concert.”  His “Ideal Maine Garden” stretches the orchestration of timing with Mother 
Nature. His work is not engraved in stone, but allows for leeway to adjust to the site, 
the gardener, and the seasons with respect for plant communities.  All of his 
accomplishments, contributions and work attest to a very successful concert indeed.   

 

Patrick Chasse with NGC President Renee Blaschke  


