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81ST ANNUAL CONVENTION CONTINUED

Another way to carry out the Convention theme is to have elaborate floral designs on
display. Recognizing that the Hilton Garden Inn didn't have enough extra display
space for staging a standard flower show, Suzanne floated the idea to have some
type of fashion show where designers could still show off their expertise in floral
design by interpreting fashion in flowers. This type of event is one of the many
competitive classes held each year at the Philadelphia Flower Show, and she
thought it would be intriguing to try something along similar lines at the Convention.

The ever popular garden tour will play a key role in the 2012 Convention as
attendees will have the opportunity to view beautiful flowers in both public and private
gardens. And while several names are under consideration for the keynote speaker,
you can be sure whoever is chosen will have flowers as the main topic of any
presentation.

Finally, shopping opportunities will definitely abound in downtown Freeport.
However, we hope you'll visit the vendors in our own marketplace as we try to line up
vendors who'll carry through with the Convention theme. For instance, the District
hopes to be able to offer several varieties of fresh flowers for members to purchase
for their own enjoyment.

We hope we've wetted your appetite to consider attending next year's Convention!
Watch for more details in future issues of THE GARDENERS VOICE.
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2012 GCFM CONVENTION ~ FOCUSING ON A THEME

The 2012 Garden Club Federation of Maine Convention in Freeport is still many
months away, but planning for the convention has been ongoing since last year. In
an effort to keep the convention “front and center”, a series of articles will appear in
subsequent issues of THE GARDENERS VOICE giving our members a “behind the
scenes” peek at ongoing preparations leading up to the Convention.

One of the first hurdles, after choosing a site, is coming up with a theme. For the
2012 Convention, Chairman Suzanne Bushnell presented a few ideas to President
Kathleen Marty before finally settling on A PASSION FOR FLOWERS.

The 2012 theme will attempt to show how flowers play a major role in many facets of
our lives. Clubs from the Stroudwater District will be tapping into creative ways to
highlight the many uses of flowers. Knowing that many GCFM members are
beginning to scale back in their own gardens, it was decided to find topics that would
interest members — whether they still actively garden or not! One way would be to
have a celebrity chef identify edible flowers and show how we can use them in
creative ways. The Portland area has developed a national reputation as an up and
coming restaurant mecca, so locating a chef has not been difficult.

GCFM PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
October Issue 2011

“Digging For Opportunities to
Promote and Preserve”

Fall is fast approaching and are
you asking where did the summer
go? Our weather this summer has
presented many challenges for us
and our gardens. | hope that your
gardens have been a delight of
spectacular colors and that you
have had many fruits and
vegetables to harvest. Sit back
and enjoy the golds, reds and
brilliant yellows that will signal that
fall has arrived and prepare for
that which always follows....snow.

It's amazing how fast the past
months have gone. In July the
Federation had a booth at the
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens,
Midsummer Marketplace. Our
Federation presented what our
statewide organization is doing for
our communities. Many visitors stopped by with questions about Garden Clubs,
flowers, invasive plants, bugs, slugs and more. It was a very nice way to present our
total organization to the general public.

Kathleen Marty ~ GCFM President
2011-2013

Clubs have held annual meetings with elections of officers (those in the uneven
years), printed new Year Books, and Programs have started. I'm also hearing about
all the community projects that each of the clubs are starting or continuing. Please
be sure to send me a copy of your Year Book as well as a copy to Pat Michaud to be
judged for the Year Book Awards. Speaking of Awards, Shirlene Gosline is hard at
work putting together the applications and information to apply for Awards. There are
many changes from National so please look on the web site for updated information.
It is not too soon to start planning for the Awards your club will want to apply for.

Club Presidents, do you have questions? Contact your District Directors. They are
there to assist you. Club Presidents, have you mailed or e-mailed your year-end
club report? To have correct addresses we must have that report. Please send to

Garden Club Federation of Maine ~ October 2011 ~ Gardeners Voice Page 3



I

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE CONTINUED

me a copy and one to the Corresponding Secretary Fran Moore: fim@tidewater.net
or mail: P.O. Box 464, Camden, Me 04843.

On August 1% it was my honor to represent GCFM at the 50 Anniversary of the Wild
Gardens of Acadia. The Bar Harbor Club along with the Garden Club of Mount
Desert were instrumental in founding and maintaining the gardens. Both clubs
serve on committees that now oversee their management and maintenance. The
Garden Club of Mount Desert has published a new field guide, “The Plants of Acadia
National Park”. Congratulations for this fine achievement in promoting and
preserving twelve habitats of more than 400 plant species indigenous to Acadia
National Park. The Gardens are a wonderful gift to garden club members and to all
Park visitors.

October 26" is the Fall Conference at the Ramada Conference Center, Lewiston. Jill
Hodson and Shelly Hanson and their committees are planning to offer a full day of
dynamic programs. Our theme is “Gardening with a Purpose”. Three speakers will
give presentations that we feel will be of interest to each of you. Please complete the
Fall Conference Registration Form before the deadline of Oct. 10". Registration and
Buffet Luncheon is only $30.00. Come and learn and renew friendships with your
fellow gardeners. Why not bring a friend and introduce them to all that Garden Clubs
have to offer. Fall Conference is a great way to promote membership in your garden
club.

Thank you for the club year books | have received, the many e-mails, copies of
District Newsletters, suggestions and ideas. All of which is very helpful to me.
Please keep sending me your club information, up-coming events, concerns and of
course questions.

I will be attending the National Fall Board Meeting in St. Louis (Sept. 22-25) and
hope to return with lots of information.

I look forward to hearing from each of you, visiting your club meetings and “DIGGING
FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE".

See you at Fall Conference, Wednesday, October 26M.

Kathleen Marty, GCFM President 2011-2013
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2011 FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Please Copy as Needed and Use One Form Per Person.
(Also affix one of your return address label on thi s form for easy reading )

Please Print
Name
Garden Club District
8:30 a.m. Registration, coffee, exhibits
9:30 a.m. Program: Gardening to Save Space

Growing up with Vertical Gardening
Speaker: Charles Hugo, Hugo Landscaping
10:45 a.m. Program: Gardening to Enhance Personal
Health and Beauty
Growing & Using Botanicals
Speaker: Debra Soule, Avena Botanicals

12:00 noon Buffet Luncheon
12:45 p.m. GCFM Business Meeting
2:00 p.m. Program: Gardening to Repurpose Areas for
Neighborhood Unity and Enjoyment
Meg Muckenhoupt, Author
3:15 p.m. Report of 2011 Conference & Raffle Sales
3:30 p.m. Adjournment
Registration: includes programs, exhibits and buffet lunch: $30.00
Late registrations sent after October 10: $45.00
Non-GCFM member fee: $45.00
FALL CONFERENCE TOTAL $

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIEVED BY OCTOBER 10, 2011
NO REFUNDS. NO PHONE RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED.

All registrations will be done on an individual basis, so send in your form today!
Make checks payable to GCFM Fall Conference . Malil to:
2011 GCFM Fall Conference, c/o Shelly Hanson,
21 Norway Drive, Chelsea, ME 04330

The Lewiston Ramada Inn does offer a special group rate, $80.00 for our members.
Room reservations must be made directly with the Ra  mada Inn at 207-784-2331



THE GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION OF MAINE
CALL TO THE 80TH FALL CONFERENCE
“G ARDENING WITH A PURPOSE”

Call to the 80th Fall Conference of the Garden Club Federation of Maine, Inc .
Ramada Conference Center
490 Pleasant Street, Lewiston, Maine (exit 80 off the Maine Turnpike)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2011
“GARDENING WITH A PURPOSE”"

The 2011 top gardening trend is “Gardening with a Purpose”. The purpose may be
to grow your own food, save water or space or create urban “green” sanctuaries.
Whatever the purpose, by planting for a greener good, we can change
neighborhoods and communities — one garden at a time. We encourage you to
attend Fall Conference and bring a friend(s) to learn the latest trends in Gardening
with a Purpose so that we can all be more effective as earth’s caretakers.

BLUE STAR MARKERS: VETERAN'S DAY PREPARATIONS

Submitted By Linda Redman ~ GCFM Blue Star Chairman

As we have passed the 10th Anniversary of 9/11 with its still vivid memories, it is time
again to make sure the Blue Star Markers in our communities are "spiffed up" in
preparation for Veteran's Day.

It may be that it is also time to remind folks in our communities just what our Blue
Star Markers represent. It is our commitment to honoring and supporting our
military men and women.

We can bring attention to our markers with a wreath, flowers, flags, or ribbons. An
article or photo about the history of the Blue Star Marker in our community
newspaper is another way making our community aware.

I, too, would like to make everyone who attends Fall Conference this October aware
of all the Blue Star Markers in the state. If you would send a photo to me at
lindale65@hotmail.com of your marker in your community, | would make sure it was
included in the display of all the markers in Maine.

Thank you.

Facebook is a social networking website — a gathering spot,
to connect with your friends. Facebook allows you to make
new connections with people who share a common interest,
expanding your personal network.

Join Garden Club Federation of Maine on our Facebook
page and share your ideas, questions, interests, tips and
friendship.
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MORE INVASIVE PLANTS COMING TO MAINE BoOOTHBAY CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

Submitted By Carol J. Smith ~ GCFM Native Plant & Invasive Plant Chairman

You may have seen articles in our local papers that the State of Maine has confirmed
several sightings of Giant Hogweed (heracleum mantegazzianum) in our state. State
Horticulturist Ann Gibbs was quoted as describing this plant as, “Queen Anne’s Lace
on steroids.”

Giant Hogweed is a noxious, invasive, herbaceous perennial plant in the parsley
family (Apiaceae) that can grow to heights of 15 feet or more! It was first brought into
the United States as an ornamental in 1917. The term 'noxious' is commonly used as
a substitute for 'invasive.' However, it has a more specific connotation here, in that it
is used to indicate a plant that has a direct impact on the agricultural industry and
human health. The hogweed's clear, watery sap has toxins that cause photo-
dermatitis. Skin contact followed by exposure to sunlight produces painful, burning
blisters that may develop into purplish or blackened scars.

The leaves of giant hogweed are deeply lobed and incised and can be as large as 9
feet wide. The stem is green with dark purple blotches, ridged, hollow, and covered
with coarse white hairs and raised nodules. The white flowers appear from late spring
through mid summer and grow in flat topped umbels. And - it is one large plant!

Sightings of this plant have been
made in more than 30 areas in
Maine; in Windham, Sebago,
Northport and Lisbon Falls.

Giant Hogweed is native to the On August 20th, the Boothbay Region Garden Club celebrated the club’s 80th
Caucasus Mountains in Russia birthday with a Wine Tasting Event held at the Southport Yacht Club. (Pictured are:
and Asia. Like most invasive Annette Stormont, Ways and Means Chair; Irene Gerny, President and Kathleen
plants, it was introduced as an Marty, GCFM President and BRGC club member).

ornamental. Giant hogweed is
often confused with other
members of the parsley family
such as cow parsnip (Heracleum
maximum), poison hemlock
(Conium maculatum) and wild
parsnip (Pastinaca sativa). The
Invasive Plant Atlas of New
England has a guide that helps
gardeners distinguish between
these plants.

Some of theses features are that
the purplish blotches are more

Giant Hogweed
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GARDEN THERAPY
Submitted By Mary Ericson ~ GCFM Garden Therapy Chairman

Garden Therapy is defined as: the use of garden-related activities as an aid to the
recovery and rehabilitation of the disabled.

Garden-related is defined as: the growing of plants, the artistic use of plants and
other natural materials, the study of birds, nature and conservation and the exhibiting
of knowledge, interest and skills in these areas. Both Activity Projects and Service
Projects are part of Garden Therapy.

This will be the first in a series of articles sharing garden therapy projects and
programs conducted by clubs throughout the state. This will continue and succeed
ONLY if | hear from your CLUB.

Southern Maine Garden Club, which meets in Springvale, has had an active Garden
Therapy Program for many years. Mary Saltmarsh and Joyce Walz, along with their
committee, try to do at least two activities each year. Many of you know Mary as a
vendor at Fall Conference and the 2011 Convention. She has used her talents with
pressed flowers to create name tags for walkers and wheelchairs at area nursing and
assisted living facilities. The residents enjoy designing their own tags.

At Christmas time, the committee decorated ornaments at an assisted living center.
The residents loved the glitter and everyone came away “sparkling”. The members
have worked with children at Waban, a residential home for the mentally challenged.
Seeds were planted in pots and garden related books were read to the children.

All those participating in these Garden Therapy activities find it a very special and
rewarding experience.

If your club is involved in any form of Garden Therapy, please have your Chairman
forward information regarding your activities. Sharing ideas may

encourage clubs that do not already have a program to start one and give clubs with
programs some new ideas.

Contact me at travir@metrocat.net with your ideas and requests for more
information. Thank you, in advance, for your participation.
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NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS

raised and bumpy, and the hairs on the under surface of the leaf are shorter. Cow
parsnip seeds also tend to be wider at the base whereas giant hogweed seeds are
more often elliptical, the same width at the base and seed tip.

Close up photo of Giant Hogweed's flower

Spreading by seed, Giant
Hogweed has escaped
into numerous areas in
the northeast. It can
crowd out other plants
and take over natural
areas, especially in moist
areas such as stream
banks. Somewhat shade
tolerant, Giant Hogweed
can also thrive in full sun
and has been known to
invade healthy turf.

Leaves of the Giant Hogweed can be 2 feet long:




NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS BUXTON GARDEN CLUB

If you think you have seen this plant in your area, please call or email me so that we
can get someone to absolutely identify the plant as Giant Hogweed. Then steps
can be taken to eradicate it. The best way to prevent the spread of this plant is to In August we held a "County Fair" trying to attract new members. (we usually dy
cut the flower heads off in late summer, before they have a chance to go to seed. In something special in Aug).
early spring, cut the plant off at the root, or use herbicides. Always wear gloves and
long sleeves when handling this plant.

Photos courtesy of Plant Atlas of New England (IPANE)
Members and guests
brought veggies and
flowers that they had
DISTRIBUTION OF GIANT HOGWEED IN MAINE grown as well as canned
goods.

For the latest information:
http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/pestsurvey/pestinfo/gianthogweed.htm

Androscoggin County Penobscot County
Lisbon Falls (1 site) Bangor (2 sites)
Cumberland County Piscataquis County
Sebago (1 site) Greenville (1 site) \é\:,: I;;?Z:? 7 pie contest. We
West Falmouth (1 site) Waldo County
Windham (1 Site) Northport (1 sites)
Hancock County York County
Bar Harbor (3 sites) Hollis (1 site)
Ellsworth (2 sites)
Seal Harbor (2 sites) We served
Trenton (2 sites) "Fair" food -
Kennebec County ;(c))[]ngsoﬁz’t e
Winthrop (1 site) pretzeI,S, etc,
C Some people
dressed like
the "30's".
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BuxTON GARDEN CLUB
Submitted By Shar Newell ~ Buxton Garden Club

Buxton Garden Club
has a float in the
Community Day
parade on July 23.
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CONSERVATION NEWS
Submitted By Lindy Green ~ GCFM Conservation Chairman

Preserving natural habitats — those places where a plant or animal normally and
naturally lives and grows -- is an all-encompassing concept. To identify just a few
aspects of this task is perhaps giving short shrift to a myriad of other well-deserving
topics. However, there are a few items which should command our immediate
attention.

Informing ourselves and others of the invasive plants in Maine which crowd out native
species and take over a landscape is critical to our preserving habitats. Not
encouraging the growth of such plants as barberry, burning bush, glossy buckthorn,
Oriental bittersweet, or Norway maple, by buying them or unwittingly transporting
them, and eradicating as many of these as we can, should be our charge.

The Kennebec Estuary Partnership, consisting of land trusts and watershed councils,
soil and water conservation districts, as well as the USDA /Rural Development Office,
is working on shellfish issues that affect coastal towns. Go to www.maine.gov/dmr/rm/
public_health/newsletter/kep.htm to learn about this exemplary organization.

“Working Together to Look for Emerald Ash Borer” is the title of a Maine Government
News publication. It is our responsibility to learn about this menace which has recently
arrived in Maine. Purple, kite-shaped-looking traps, 200 of which have been placed in
the Maine woods, are one way of finding the ash borer. A cooperative program
coordinated by USDA and staff members from the Maine Department of Agriculture,
Maine Forest Service, and the Penobscot Indian Nation Department of Natural
Resources have set and are maintaining the traps. For more information, go to
www.maineforestservice.qov/EAB_ID.htm. To report a suspected EAB, call 207-287-
2431 or 1-800 367-0223.

On January 24, 2012, The Bath Garden Club will host a program entitled “Gardening
is for the Birds and Other Wildlife, Too!” presented by Amy Witt, Horticulturist from the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension. Among many other duties, Ms Witt
coordinates the Habitat Stewards program, a volunteer program of the National
Wildlife Federation which is a joint effort with UMaine Cooperative Extension. The
public is welcome to attend this meeting.

Although | was looking forward to attending an event in Rockland sponsored by the
Island Institute entitled “On the Horizon”, an “in-depth look at the potential for offshore
wind energy development in the Gulf of Maine”, bumper-to-bumper traffic five miles
south of Wiscasset put the kibosh on that little venture! We did watch “Islands in the
Wind”, however, a documentary about the Fox Islands wind project completed on
Vinalhaven Island in 2009 which aired on PBS August 18". While viewing this film in
isolation was surely not a substitute for actually attending the event, it has to do for
now. | placed my name on the Island Institute’s mailing list to keep informed of their
activities.

| did find an interesting article in Der Spiegel entitled “Saving Germany's Whales from
Wind Farm Noise”, which describes a noise-mitigating “bubble curtain” to be used
during construction of underwater turbines. As with any new technology, negative
criticism of this solution abounds. Only time will tell.

The Gardens offer a wonderful resource to Maine garden club members through
magnificent garden displays, introducing new varieties of plant material, exceptional
educational programs including opportunities to obtain horticulture certificates and
many exciting special events throughout the year.

The friendly, professional staff at the Gardens is an extraordinary resource for Maine
gardeners. A visit to their web site, www.MaineGardens.org will list a calendar of
special exhibits and a preview upcoming events.

0909009 @9

LETTER TO PISCATAQUA DISTRICT

The Garden Club Federation of Maine, Inc.
Fall Issue, October, 2011
From your District Director....... Barbara  Longstaff
“Gardening helps to bring family, friends and c ommunities together”

The Piscataqua District

Welcome to all of our new officers for 2011-2013! | would also like to extend a warm
welcome to all of our new members and a hearty “hello again” to all of our sustaining
members!

The next two years look to be very exciting, as NER, NGC and GCFM have a lot in
store for us already. | will do my very best to keep all of you updated and informed
on what is happening on all levels of this great organization.

Each of our individual clubs are already extraordinary, and as a collective unit under
the “District Umbrella”; we can help each other set and attain shared goals, form new
friendships and work hand in hand to establish even stronger bonds to benefit our
communities.

We have all heard the saying, “many hands make light work”, but it also brings fresh
ideas and added enjoyment to our projects. | believe that building membership is key
to our continued success and look forward to the sharing of ideas to achieve this.

It might very well take two years to meet all of you, but it is one of my personal goals.
I hope you will accept my invitation to contact me at any time, for any reason on any
issue.

| look forward to serving as your District Director.

Barbara
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GARDEN CLUBS AND BOTANICAL GARDENS
Submitted by Claire Hunt PH.D., ~ GCFM Parliamentarian

Garden Clubs and Botanical Gardens: A symbiotic relationship

Garden clubs and botanical gardens in America have had a long and successful
relationship. It began in 1929 when the United States was in the throes of a
depression. The government had little money beyond the necessities of running a
nation. It was evident that more had to be done than fix infrastructure and fund the
military forces. In order to entice others to provide services that the government
could not, President Franklin Roosevelt created the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. The incentive came in the way of enabling organizations, which could
provide these services, an exemption from paying income tax. Under specific
restrictions, these not-for-profit businesses would be allowed to use their net profit for
continued service.

Garden clubs, botanical gardens, and arboreta qualify under the Public Welfare part
of this act. That same year, individual clubs in thirteen states formed the National
Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) Other states quickly followed and Maine joined the
national movement in 1931. Every state in the federation and each garden club
within the state is affiliated with the NGC and operates under its charter. The fourth
objective listed under the NGC Charter. is “To encourage the establishment and
maintenance of botanical gardens, arboreta ...” In some states this is a very close
relationship. In fact, the headquarters of the NGC is located on the grounds of the St.
Louis Botanical Garden.

According to the membership directory of American Public Gardens, Inc. there are
about two hundred major public gardens in the United States and Canada. Almost all
of them are affiliate members of the NGC continuing the long relationship between
public gardens and garden clubs. Northern New England is fortunate to finally have
a botanical garden that is gaining in stature and world class recognition. That garden
is the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens (CMBG) located in Boothbay. It was not by
chance that five former garden club presidents of Boothbay, Wiscasset, and Bath
were on the first full Board of Directors of the Gardens. In addition, members of the
GCFM from 2001 to 2003 donated over 2000 books from their own libraries to form
the nucleus of the reference library at the Gardens. Understandably, it is not unusual
for many garden club members to feel a unique bond and sense of ownership with
the CMBG.

This close relationship continues today as the CMBG offers Garden Clubs one free
rental each year for a meeting. Naturally, this is on a first come first served basis.
There are also special discount rates for groups of ten or more that would like to tour
the gardens. CMBG members are always admitted free of charge.
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PINK CHARM DAFFODILS

It is my pleasure to announce that The National Garden Clubs,
Inc. is coming to Maine in 2016!

My name is Judith Tarbox and I've been ratified as Chairman to
organize the 2016 NGC Fall Board Meeting. Becky Linney is
my Assistant. GCFM is very honored that NGC accepted our
invitation to come to Maine in the fall of 2016 in Portland. We
expect well over 200 attendees and want to show them the very
best of Maine.

We have received GCFM Board of Directors approval to begin fund raising projects to
help offset some of the financial expenses that we anticipate. We'll be doing these
projects over the next 5 years and look forward to your ongoing support.

Our daffodil bulb selection this year is “PINK CHARM?”, with lovely white petals with a wide
band of pale apricot to deep Chinese-coral-pink on the ruffled rim. We also ask you to
THINK PINK because all communities welcome public and private plantings that endorse
the fight against Breast Cancer.

Please share the attached order form with your club, your friends and community. The
bulbs will be ready for distribution at the GCFM Fall Conference.

This is a golden opportunity to plant gorgeous daffodils in your garden and throughout
your community. Please join us in creating a PINK spring!

ORDER FORM
GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION OF Maine, INC
DAFFODIL BULB SALE
To Support 2016 NGC Fall Board Meeting in Portland,  ME

“PINK CHARM”
Large cupped, Mid Spring, 16" high. White petals, large, trumpet-shaped ivory cup with a
wide band of pale apricot to deep Chinese-coral-pink on the ruffled rim. Often produces
two flowers per stem. Widely adapted to Zones 2-10.

Prices: 50 bulbs 38.00

100 bulbs 75.00

250 bulbs 180.00

500 bulbs 350.00
Name of Club

District

ClubPresident

President’s E-Mail Phon e#

Name Number of bulbs ordered__ Price

{add extra order lines on separate sheets, if neces  sary} DEADLINE for all orders:
October 1, 2011
Make checks payable to GCFM-NGC-2016 Total Amou nt enclosed $
Mail to: Rebecca L. Linney, 6 Peregrine Way, Cape N  eddick, ME 0390 - or -
RLLDesigns@aol.com

Bulb Pick up at GCFM Fall Conference, October 26, 2 011
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DESIGN HINTS MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

Floor design Submitted By Janet Gourley ~ GCFM Membership Chairman
My membership update includes a

A Floor Design is a large creative design staged littte good news, some bad news

on the floor. and a request to Club Presidents/

The design is to originate on the floor and not Membership Chairs.

merely be a design staged on a pedestal, even if

the pedestal is incorporated into the design. Sadly, two formally federated

There is no height requirement. clubs , the Houlton Garden Club
and the Community Garden Club

The driftwood and day lily floor design is a of Jackman have withdrawn from

creative design which originates from the floor. GCFM citing distance and

The rhythm created by the driftwood and the expense. The good news is

placement of the plant material leads your eyes Brittany Benn of the Houlton

to the top of the design and back down again Garden Club has become a GCFM

creating an illusion of movement. Member-at-Large.

That brings our MAL number to the
grand total of FIVE. GCFM offers
this category to individuals who do
not have a garden club in their
area or for whatever reason do not
belong to the local club. The
GCFM Handbook states “An
individual seeking membership-at-
large shall apply to the GCFM membership chairman. This application shall be
accompanied by the fee of $10. The GCFM Board of Directors shall vote on the
application.” Members-at-large have the privilege of voting.

Design by Buff Harrington from Harpswell

Next | have a question for GCFM Club Presidents/ Membership Chairs. How many
clubs have a membership brochure? If, in fact, you do, please let me know by email
or telephone so we will have a count and bring copies for the MEMBERSHIP

The sunflower floor design is also DISPLAY at FALL CONFERENCE. With gardening being touted as the top American
a creative design originating from hobby and with dwindling club memberships statewide, membership brochures are
the floor. The placement of the an invaluable vehicle to distribute to inquiring individuals, pass out at events, and
sunflowers create dynamic display at town halls, libraries, recreation centers, museums, garden centers etc.
balance.

Thanking you in advance for your response,

Janet
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o ‘:.. : CREATIVE DESIGN PROGRAM

Internationally known floral designer Helga Frazzette will present a creative design
program at 1 p.m. November 16 at the South Portland Recreation building, 21
Nelson Rd., South Portland, ME. The program “Flowers Are Fun and Rules Are
Made to be Broken” is sponsored by the Judges Council of the Garden Club
Federation of Maine. In the past, Mrs. Frazzette represented the National Garden
Clubs for the USA at the Festival of White Nights in St. Petersburg, Russia. This
year she won a second place in the “Fireworks” class at the World Association of
Flower Arrangers competition held in Boston in June. Helga has received a number
of top awards in horticulture and floral designs plus Presidential Citations at the
state and national level. She serves on the boards of the Garden Club Federation
of Massachusetts and the National Garden Club.

Butterflies are free @ Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens.
Photo by Kathleen Marty. Proves we have Monarchs this year. Helga has studied Japanese flower arranging for over 20 years and is a member of

both Ikenobo Society as well as Ikebana International of Boston. Mrs. Frazzette
and her husband Vito live in Eastham, Massachusetts, where she operates her own
mail order business, Country House Floral, which offers for sale a wide variety of
flower arranging materials.

Judges Council is pleased to offer this creative design program. The general public
is welcome to attend, there will be a $5 admission charge for non-JC members. For
additional information e-mail JC Chairman Molly Foster at
smfoster@roadrunner.com or call JC Secretary Candi Oliver at 839-3521.
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October 17-18 New England Region Meeting, Chelmsford, Massachusetts
October 18-20 New England Regional Symposium, Chelmsford, Massachusetts
October 26 GCFM Fall Conference, Lewiston, Maine

May 16-19

June 19-21

September 25-29

May 24-26

September

NGC Convention 2012, Buffalo, New York

GCFM Convention, Hilton Garden Inn, Freeport, Maine

NGC 2012 Fall Board Meeting, Little Rock, Arkansas

NGC 2013 Convention, Seattle, Washington

Flower Show School Course |V, Massachusetts



